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Building on our first Research Report in 2024, the team at Bladder
Cancer Canada is proud to present our 2025 Annual Research Report.

This year’s report highlights the innovative projects, emerging
treatment developments, and studies and surveys we have contributed

to throughout the year. This report also features updates on the
Canadian Bladder Cancer Information System and the Canadian

Bladder Cancer Research Network, two initiatives that continue to play
an important role in supporting data-driven research and collaboration

across the country.  

The research grants highlighted in this report were carefully reviewed
and selected by our esteemed Medical Advisory Board from a

competitive group of proposals. These projects represent promising
steps toward new treatments, improved patient care, and a deeper

understanding of bladder cancer. 

We are deeply grateful to all who contribute to these important
initiatives, whose support enables critical research and helps drive

progress in bladder cancer care and discovery.  



Grant Recipients2025
Dr. Ewan Gibb

Dr. Dirk Lange

Characterizing scar-like subtype post-systemic
therapy using spatial transcriptomics and digital
pathology.

Examining members of the urinary microbiota
as modulators of BCG-induced immunotherapy.

Dr. Eva Michaud
Investigating the predictive power of IgA
responses for sex differences in muscle invasive
bladder cancer (MIBC).

Dr. Marie-Pier St-Laurent
Implementing and evaluating a pre-operative
educative and prehabilitation program, with the
goal of improving patient outcome and quality
of life. 



New Treatments For Bladder Cancer

Muscle Invasive Bladder 
Cancer (MIBC)

Note: Health Canada approval timelines may differ from those in other countries, including the FDA.

New Regulatory Approvals

Durvalumab +
Gemcitabine/Cisplatin

Enfortumab Vedotin
(Padcev) + Pembrolizumab
(Keytruda)  

Enfortumab Vedotin +
Pembrolizumab

NIAGARA Trial 
FDA: March 28, 2025  
Health Canada: In review 

EV-303/KEYNOTE-905 Trial  
FDA: November 21, 2025  
Health Canada: Under Project Orbis review 

EV-302/KEYNOTE-A39 Trial  
Health Canada: Approved Oct 2025 (advanced
urothelial cancer) 

Precision Medicine: ctDNA
Guided Treatment in MIBC 

IMvigor011 
Phase III, International 
ctDNA-positive patients receiving
atezolizumab: 36% lower risk of disease
recurrence. 
ctDNA-negative patients: 12-month disease
free survival of 95.4%  

Previously approved MIBC
Treatments (Still in Use) 

PEMBROLIZUMAB (KEYTRUDA) - 2024
PD-1 inhibitor. Second-line therapy for advanced
urothelial cancer. 

AVELUMAB (BAVENCIO) - 2020
PD-L1 inhibitor. Maintenance immunotherapy given
after 4–6 cycles of chemotherapy for responders
(JAVELIN Bladder 100). 

ENFORTUMAB VEDOTIN (PADCEV) - 2021
Targets Nectin-4 on urothelial cancer cells. Third-
line setting post-chemo and post-immunotherapy. 

ERDAFITINIB (BALVERSA) - 2019
Pan-FGFR tyrosine kinase inhibitor for patients
with FGFR alterations.

TOMBOLA 
Phase II/III trial, Denmark 
1-year recurrence-free survival (RFS): 97%
in ctDNA-negative patients 
1-year RFS in ctDNA-positive patients
treated with atezolizumab: 76%.  



Note: Health Canada approval timelines may differ from those in other countries, including the FDA.

New FDA-approved treatments (2025)

Inlexzo 
(formerly TAR-200) 

Adstiladrin (Nadofaragene
Firadenovec) 

Zusduri (Mitomycin
Intravesical Solution) 

A pretzel-shaped device inserted via catheter that
slowly releases gemcitabine over 3 weeks with
82% complete response rate. 

Delivers interferon alfa directly into bladder cells via
adenoviral vector. Label update March 2026. 

Intravesical solution of mitomycin for low-grade
intermediate risk NMIBC with 78% complete
response. 

Non-Muscle Invasive
Bladder Cancer (NMIBC)

BCG + Immunotherapy
Combinations: Phase III Trials 

CREST
Sasanlimab (anti-PD-1) + BCG 
First Phase III trial to show superiority of
BCG + checkpoint inhibitor vs. BCG alone in
BCG-naïve high-risk NMIBC. 

KEYNOTE-676 
Pembrolizumab (Keytruda, anti-PD-1) + BCG 
Phase III - ongoing 

Promising treatment
options: 

Detalimogene Voraplasmid 
DNA plasmid-based immunotherapy delivering IL-
12 directly into bladder - Phase II/III

CG0070 
Oncolytic adenovirus selectively replicating in
cancer cells, combined with GM-CSF - Phase III  

Therelase 
Photodynamic therapy combining a
photosensitizer activated by light inside the
bladder - Phase II 

FGFR inhibitors (e.g. Erdafitinib) 
Approved for FGFR-altered urothelial cancer -
Under investigation

POTOMAC  
Durvalumab (Imfinzi, anti-PD-L1) + BCG 
Phase III – results being evaluated 



Canadian Bladder Cancer
Information System (CBCIS) Update

Canadian Bladder Cancer Research
Network (CBCRN) Update

Steering Committee: 
Dr. Wassim Kassouf, Dr. Srikala Sridhar, Dr.
Girish Kulkarni, Dr. Peter Black, and Robert
Purves.

Research Programs: 
Biobanking for EVER (Russian BCG) + BicaBla
(bicalutamide). Trials: in intermediate and
high-risk NMIBC.

Biobanking for bicalutamide trials:
Investigating bicalutamide in intermediate and
high-risk NMIBC patients.

Purpose: 
National registry established in 2015 that
collects real-world data on patients from
diagnosis through treatment.

National Database: 
Operational across 16 centres in Canada 

Enrollment: 
10,000+ subjects as of January 2026

Ongoing Projects: 
12 projects (8 full projects + 4 feasibility
studies) 



Patient Studies & Surveys
More than 300 individuals have chosen to contribute to bladder cancer research by
taking part in surveys and studies through Bladder Cancer Canada. Their perspectives
provide valuable insight that helps guide future research and care. Over the course of
2025, six patient-focused projects were carried out.

Treatment Feedback:
Adstiladrin (nadofaragene firadenovec-vncg) 

IMFINZI (Durvalumab) 

EV-Pembro (Enfortumab vedotin + pembrolizumab) 

If you would like to take part in our studies and surveys, submit your information on our
website under ‘Get Involved’ - www.bladdercancercanada.org.

Non-Muscle Invasive Bladder Cancer Survey + Patient Advisory Board
Collected patient and caregiver insights on symptoms, diagnosis, treatment, and
recurrence monitoring in non-muscle invasive bladder cancer (NMIBC).

Metastatic Bladder Cancer Survey + Patient Advisory Board
Engaged patients with metastatic bladder cancer and their caregivers to gather
insights on referrals, interdisciplinary care, and emerging treatments.

Survey on Bladder Cancer Canada’s Programs & Services
Evaluated resource use and preferences, identified programming gaps, explored
communication preferences, and gathered feedback on our website update.
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Jean B. - BCC Donor

“Bladder cancer is one that affects thousands of Canadians, yet it's rarely
discussed. My partner was diagnosed in the spring of 2024 and

underwent a cystectomy and a complete hysterectomy a year ago. It hit
us without warning... It's important to continue supporting research on

this less publicized cancer and to disseminate clear, high-quality
information about it. That's my motivation for supporting and

contributing to Bladder Cancer Canada.”

Reflections & Thanks

“Having gone through a bladder cancer diagnosis, I understand how
critical support and reliable information can be. I’m proud to support
Bladder Cancer Canada in bringing hope, advocacy, and progress to

thousands of Canadians.”

Joan W. - BCC Donor

A Sincere Thank You
Thank you to our generous donors, dedicated volunteers, and
everyone who has supported us. We are deeply grateful to the

clinicians, researchers, and healthcare professionals whose
commitment and expertise continue to drive progress in bladder

cancer research, treatment, and patient care.
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