
2020 ANNUAL REPORT

 STRENGTH& PERSEVERANCE



In a year when so many non-profits and businesses struggled, 
Bladder Cancer Canada remained strong and persevered. 

This annual report demonstrates the continuous impact 
and success of our national, bilingual organization, thanks 
to the dedication and support of our patient community, 
volunteers, board of directors, founders and outstanding 
staff. We are also so thankful for those that participated in 
our annual walk and holiday appeal and to the generous 
donors who have contributed to our organization.

Through 2020, Bladder Cancer Canada has remained 
focused on providing important support to our patient 
community, both in English and French, raising awareness 
about bladder cancer and funding research in our pursuit 
of a world where bladder cancer is just a memory. Much 
of this was achieved as a result of the efforts of those who 
participated in our annual awareness and fundraising walk 
– together, we were able to deliver on 73% of our target
fundraising goal. In addition, our holiday appeal performed
better than expected, raising $46,000.

With this level of generous support, we were able to deliver 
on our operating plans while preserving our contingency 
funds. In the fall of 2020, our board conducted a thorough 
business continuity exercise to ensure future success in 2021 
and beyond.

Thank you to those who support us with time and effort as 
volunteers, to our donors and their generosity, to our board 
for their dedication to strategic planning and guidance, to 
our staff for delivering quality programs and to our founders, 
Jack Moon and David Guttman, who continue to be involved 
with our efforts.

Sincere thanks also to our tremendous medical advisory 
and research boards under the leadership of Chair Dr. Peter 
Black, his Vice Chairs Drs. Kulkarni and Sridhar and Past 
Chair Dr. Wes Kassouf. We are so proud of the research and 
care that you continue to pursue, day in and day out.

In essence, Bladder Cancer Canada has not missed a beat 
when it comes to delivering on our mandate.

Ferg Devins 
Survivor and Volunteer Chair of the Board
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Socially distanced Walk for Bladder Cancer Canada 
Coney Island, Lake of the Woods, 2020
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BOARD

Ferg Devins 
Chair

Ken Bagshaw 
Director and Past Chair

Robert Purves 
Vice Chair and Treasurer 

Dorothy Barrett 
Director

Dale Boidman 
Director

Tony Cornacchia 
Director

Kate Everett 
Director

Valerie MacLeod 
Director

Elliott Rivkin 
Director

Randy Smith 
Director

M David Guttman 
Honorary Board member 
and Co-founder

Jack Moon 
Honorary Board member 
and Co-founder

For full bios of our Board of Directors, 
please visit our website here.

STAFF

Kerry Abbott 
National Program Director

Tawny Barratt 
Director of Communications

Keilani Carroll 
Director, Finance and Administration

Michele Zielinski 
Managing Director

We are proud members of the 
World Bladder Cancer Patient 
Coalition and our past board 
chair Ken Bagshaw is currently 
the coalition’s President. 

For more information on 
the work that the WBCPC is 
doing around the world, for 
bladder cancer awareness, 
please visit their website here.

VISION
Creating a world where bladder cancer is just a memory 
through patient support, awareness and research.

MISSION
The three pillars of our mission are:

PATIENT SUPPORT   
Help bladder cancer patients and their support teams 
address the day-to-day issues of this disease

AWARENESS   
Increase awareness of bladder cancer among the general 
public and medical community

RESEARCH   
Fund research which pursues the diagnosis, treatment and 
elimination of bladder cancer

CORE VALUES
• Engaged 

• Supportive 

• Proactive

GOALS
1)  Patient support and education

2) Raise awareness about bladder cancer and Bladder 
Cancer Canada

3)  Fund and promote research

More information on our mission, vision and organizational 
goals can be found in our strategic plan here.
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https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/board-of-directors/
https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/our-story/
https://worldbladdercancer.org/


Our story began with two people just like you – or 
perhaps like your loved ones who have bladder cancer—
David Guttman and Jack Moon. Their story will likely 
change the way you think about our organization. 

OUR STORY

VISIT OUR WEBSITE HERE TO READ 
THEIR STORY OR LISTEN TO IT HERE. 

3 Jack Moon David Guttman

https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/on-a-12-hour-drive-back-from-chicago-david-guttman-tells-his-wife-marilyn-that-hes-going-to-change-bladder-cancer-patient-support-in-canada/
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1789063/8586522


HOW WE HELP
Most of our programs and services are 
offered in both English and French and 
include the following:

 Online discussion forum

 One2One peer support

 Support groups

 Patient meetings and webinars

 Downloadable digital resources

Click on any of the above to learn more.

87,726 
TOUCHPOINTS 
FOR SUPPORT
AND/OR 
INFORMATION
This includes new visitors 
to our website, forum visits, 
guidebook downloads, peer 
support calls etc.

Many of us will recognize Peter 
Glofcheskie’s bladder cancer story. 
From first noticing blood in his urine, to 
being diagnosed, the road was a bumpy 
one. The first thing he did was connect 
with our organization. Talking to other 
people in the online forums helped him 
feel less alone and the information that 
he found on our website helped him ask 
the right questions when talking with 
his medical team. When Peter realized 
that bladder cancer was the 5th most 
common cancer yet receives very little 
government funding, he decided he 
would help. He signed up for our virtual 
awareness walk in 2020 and raised 
more than $10,000 so that we would be 
able to help other patients just like him. 

Read the rest of Peter’s story on our 
website here.

PATIENT
SUPPORT

”
“              I know my road 
ahead will be bumpy,    

         but now I have a map  
 of that road.
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https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/treatment-is-like-an-endurance-race/
https://forums.bladdercancercanada.org/
https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/get-support/
https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/get-support/
https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/webinar-recordings/
https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/patient-resources/


AWARENESS

Angela Pelletier first reached out 
to us during our #BCCconnection 
challenge, when we were connecting 
members of our community during 
the early days of COVID isolation.

Says Angela, “I was diagnosed with 
bladder cancer when I was 38 years 
old. The first symptom that prompted 
me to see my doctor was blood clots 
in my urine. I’ve had numerous BCG 
treatments and chemotherapy and 
am now awaiting surgery. I want to 
bring awareness to others like me.” 

Since then, Angela has gone on to 
do numerous videos and television 
interviews for BCC. 

You can watch one of Angela’s  
videos here. 

AWARENESS WALK RAISES $438,456  
FOR BLADDER CANCER
As our primary source of fundraising, the BCC Awareness 
Walk is traditionally held every September in parks 
across Canada, as thousands come together to create 
awareness for bladder cancer. As a result of COVID-19, 
we moved to a “virtual” walk to protect the health and 
safety of our bladder cancer community, especially for 
those with compromised immune systems. Participants 
were encouraged to walk in very small groups in their own 
neighborhoods or on a treadmill at home, while still raising 
funds for Bladder Cancer Canada. 

Our national media sponsor Global News produced our 
wrap-up celebration video – watch the highlights here.

PUBLIC AWARENESS 
CAMPAIGN

$178,632 SPEND
$9.8M RETAIL VALUE

”“    I want to bring    
      awareness to  
others like me.
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https://www.facebook.com/166253580113002/videos/831615750895541
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FYxi4RNBVrE


RESEARCH
In 2020, BCC funded $252,500 in research grants. This 
brings the total funds we’ve provided to bladder cancer 
research (since 2012) to $1.9M. 

This incredible milestone has been made possible 
because of BCC’s supportive donors and valued research 
funding partners.

Congratulations to Drs. Bernie Eigl and Peter Black (both 
members of our Medical Advisory and Research Boards), 
who have each received a $50,000 grant in 2020/2021 
for their research. 

To read more about their projects and how they relate 
to better bladder cancer outcomes, please visit our 
website here.

RESEARCH FUNDED 
IN 2020

$252,500 

Our Medical Advisory and Research Boards consist of 29 
medical professionals from across Canada, specializing 
in medical and radiation oncology, urology and other 
areas. They advise BCC not only on evolving scientific 
and medical matters but also help raise awareness and 
facilitate BCC support opportunities for patients. 

To see a full list of members and their bios, please visit 
our website here.

The Canadian Bladder Cancer Information 
System (CBCIS), founded by Bladder Cancer 
Canada, is a rich repository that collects 
anonymized information about bladder cancer 
patients across 14 health centres in Canada. 
The goal is to use the data to better understand 
treatment patterns and outcomes in order to 
improve the management of bladder cancer 
patients in Canada and beyond. Since 2015, 
CBCIS has enrolled over 5,400 patients.

Thank you to our generous sponsors that 
support this important initiative. 

Read more about CBCIS on our website here.

Canadian Bladder Cancer Research Network

The Canadian Bladder Cancer Research Network officially 
launched in April 2020 and a followup meeting was held in 
October 2020 to prepare for the bladder cancer forum in 
February, 2021. 

Visit our website here for a summary of the event and 
to watch presentations from members of our Medical 
Advisory and Research Boards.

Exploring the tumour immune 
environment of bladder cancer

Medical 
Advisory 
and 
Research 
Boards
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https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/bcc-research-grant-2/
https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/canadian-bladder-cancer-research-pushes-forward-despite-covid-19/
https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/canadian-bladder-cancer-information-system/
https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/medical-advisory-and-research-board/


BCC would not continue to thrive as Canada’s 
only bladder cancer advocacy organization 
without the support and generosity of our 
volunteers and our sponsors.

Gerry, a Kingston, Ontario volunteer and 
bladder cancer survivor, talks about his 
success in cultivating an event sponsorship 
opportunity for Bladder Cancer Canada 
with Empire Life on our website here. “You 
could see his passion for the organization,” 
says Nickolas Kukucska, from Empire Life. 
“When you meet anyone advocating for an 
organization like Bladder Cancer Canada, 
in particular a survivor, their story pulls you 
in and makes it easy to support the cause.”

Below is the full list of companies that 
sponsored our 2020 Awareness Walk, 
including Empire Life.

How to Volunteer
More than 200 volunteers donated their time and skillsets to our organization in 
2020. We can always use more people to help us make an impact on our mission to 
support Canadians affected by bladder cancer, increase awareness and fund more 
research. Whether you’re looking to volunteer for a few hours per month, or you 
want to get involved in an even bigger way, we have the right opportunity for you. 

For more information on volunteering, visit our website here.

2020 WALK SPONSORS
Local Hero Community Spirit In-Kind

245 
VOLUNTEERS
IN 2020

I want to  
help save lives 

because I know 
how close I came  

to losing mine.  
It’s so important to 

raise awareness  
for this disease 

that can be  
deadly if not 

caught in time. 

”

“VOLUNTEERS
&SPONSORS
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https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/volunteers-personal-approach-leads-to-deeper-commitment-from-corporate-supporter/
https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/volunteer/


FINANCIALS Our complete 2020 financial statements 
are available on our website here.

 

Where 
we 
invest

Patient education
and support
programs 14.4% 

$1,053,337
Total income

Reserve Funds 6.4%

Administration 15.8%

Awareness 32%

Fundraising 8.2%

Research 23.2%

Awareness Walk 41.7%

Government Subsidies 7.4%
(Covid support)

Donations 24.9% 

 

Sponsorships 25.6%

Investment 0.4%

$30,998  

$116,095  
$341,928  

$469,107  

$523,139  

$606,120  

$846,243
 $841,866

 $990,001

–

Where 
our 
funds
come 
from

Revenue
growth

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

$1,078,0862019

$1,053,3372020

$1,053,337
Total

expenditures
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https://bladdercancercanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2020-BCC-Financial-statement.pdf


See how your support has helped thousands of 
Canadians living with a bladder cancer diagnosis.

$438,456

patient meeting
and webinar attendees

2,575
Twitter followers

112,482
YouTube Views

223,340
website page views

7,634
newsletter subscribers

walk funds raised

9,482
patient guidebooks distributed

215
volunteers $178,632

Spend

Public
Awareness
Campaign

 $9.8M
Retail Value

4,975
online discussion forum visits

14.6%

32.9%

Patients or caregivers helped 

Patient
Support
Program

16.3%

448
Instagram followers

29.5%

2,024

87,726
TOUCHPOINTS

FOR SUPPORT
AND/OR INFORMATION

Facebook followers

5.4%

$101,486
general donations

Research

$252,500
in 2020

$ 1.9M since 2012

SNAPSHOT
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Mailing Address
4936 Yonge Street, Suite 1000
Toronto, ON M2N 6S3

Charitable Reg No. 
83612 6060 RR0001

General Email & Media Contact
info@bladdercancercanada.org

1-866-674-8889

bladdercancercanada.org

Pour voir la version française de ce rapport, veuillez cliquer ici.

In 2020, BCC’s donors, sponsors and 
partners made a powerful impact 
on bladder cancer patient support, 
awareness, and research across Canada. 

It is only because of the generous 
contributions of individual donors and 
corporate sponsors that our work is 
made possible. 

We are deeply grateful for your 
commitment and recognize your role in 
our achievements this past year.

Thank you for believing in our vision to 
create a world where bladder cancer is 
just a memory.

SPONSORS

DIGITAL / MEDIA / PRINT PARTNERS

THANK
YOUTO OUR 

GENEROUS 
DONORS & 
SUPPORTERS

https://bladdercancercanada.org/fr/etats-financiers/
https://bladdercancercanada.org/en/



